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Is your church interested in supporting                              stewardship and care of Creation? 
                                              Please consider becoming involved with 

Tucker House Renewal Centre’s                                                                  Country Fun Nature Camp
Country Fun Nature Camp is an ecumenical Christian camp that has been delighting children since 1970.  It has its roots in the Baptist church, which began bringing inner city children to Tucker House for time in the country 40 years ago.  In 2000 the camp was renewed with an emphasis on ecological stewardship and care for Creation. Tucker House is now a charity in its own right and maintains ties to faith communities through non-denominational workshops programs, including our beloved Country Fun.

Although Tucker House sets aside some money for the operation of the camp, the fees charged to campers cover only a small portion of what is needed to make this great experience possible for so many children.  Volunteer hours on the part of Tucker House staff, the young people who work as camp counselors, and numerous individuals within churches in Ottawa make this camp the great experience that it is and accessible to children from all walks of life.
This year, Country Fun is looking for a few more churches in Ottawa to be partners in making the camp possible.  There are several different ways your church can help; most churches will pick just one but if you feel your congregation can take on more, then more power to you!  Below are the different partner types we are looking for:
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Your church has a lot families and children in the congregation, and actively promotes the camp to its members.   Volunteers within the congregation put up posters and distribute flyers (both provided by Tucker House), and promote the camp through announcements, bulletins & newsletters, and at special events.  Having several children from the same congregation attend the camp together fosters community spirit and raises awareness of environmental issues within the congregation.  It can also make transportation to pick-up points easier through carpooling.

Fundraiser Church
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Your church may not have a lot of children of the right age to attend Country Fun, but you want to help out.  Fundraiser churches help generate funds to subsidize low-income children, pay for camp materials, and cover the costs related to camp operation and development, such as insurance and bus transportation.  Fundraisers can take many forms.  Some ideas are a special collection during a regular service, a fundraising dinner, bake or craft sales, but don’t let these ideas limit your creativity.  There is no set amount required from fundraiser churches: we realize that every community is different in what it can give and what other concerns it may be facing.  Be assured that funds raised will directly benefit children and the environment.

                   Pick-up Point Church

[image: image4.wmf]Your church is located relatively close to the Queensway, and has sufficient room for a school bus to stop and turn around. Tucker House provides bus transport from pick-up points throughout the city to our property in Rockland where the camp takes place.  The number of pick-up points depends on how many campers we get, so we are always scouting out new places.  If possible, a pickup point church will include a responsible adult volunteer who is willing to wait with children in the morning and late afternoon to ensure that everyone is picked up; however, Tucker House usually tries to arrange for a volunteer leader or other person to help with this duty. 

                          Volunteer Church

[image: image5.wmf]A volunteer church helps recruit the all-important volunteers that the camp depends on.  The biggest need for volunteers is camp counselors – the enthusiasm and energy of the young people who help lead the camp is what makes the experience so memorable for children.  Volunteer counselors receive a small honorarium and/or hours towards their high school diploma requirements, as well as valuable life experience and a great reference to put on a resume.  
We also have “Cookie Angels”, adult volunteers who provide nut-free baked goods for the campers.  Sometimes specific requirements, like a volunteer bus driver, craft coordinator, or camp nurse come up as well.  The volunteer church recruits people from its own congregation and networks.

Other Opportunities
Country Fun Camp Committee

We are seeking a few individuals who would be willing to assist with planning and preparation for the camp. Committee members meet once monthly to work on publicity, planning, and fundraising. Tasks include assisting with brochure proofing and mailing, networking with like-minded individuals and congregations to promote the camp, and procuring individual or corporate donations. 
Thank you so much for considering becoming a part of the Country Fun Team!
For more information, please visit our website at www.tuckerhouse.ca 

Contact Diana Brushey, Camp Coordinator, at 613-446-2117 x 6  countryfun@tuckerhouse.ca                                or Kathryn Guindon, Eco-Spiritual Coordinator, 613-446-2117 x 7  network.fcg@gmail.com
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